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Enhancing Stakeholder Engagement 

 In March 2013, EPA, 
the Services, and 
USDA announced 
several changes to 
the Registration 
Review process 
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Registration Review Process & ESA 
Consultations - Obtaining the Best Information 
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Presentation Notes
EPA believes the best path forward to address the issue of obtaining the best information available prior to  beginning its preliminary work under registration review is to implement a new meeting we’re calling the “Focus” meeting. Visualize on slide.Note that these  meetings  would occur early in the Registration  Review process to maximize benefits flowing from the meetings.



When to Consult During 
Registration Review 
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EPA Public Comment Opportunities 
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At all stages in the process, the Agency developing the document 
for public review will manage the public participation process and 
develop a response to comments document 



What is a Focus Meeting? 
 A meeting to focus on the information needs 

for consideration during the agency’s 
registration review of a pesticide.  
 

 An opportunity to address areas of 
uncertainty that may affect EPA’s risk 
assessment and risk management decisions 
for a pesticide. 
 

 The desired outcome is to acquire the 
information necessary to conduct high quality 
risk assessments that reflect the labeled use 
of the pesticide. 6 



National Academy of Sciences Report 

 Released on April 
30, 2013 
 

 Developed in 
response to a joint 
request by EPA, 
NMFS, FWS, and 
USDA 
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Implementation of the NAS 
Recommendations 

 EPA, FWS, NMFS and USDA met 4 times to 
discuss the report and to develop an 
implementation plan 
 

 Workgroups of scientists from each agency 
reviewed all sections of the report and 
developed ideas for addressing scientific 
recommendations 
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Working Group Goals 
 Develop a single, unified approach for evaluating 

risks to listed species posed by pesticide 
exposure under FIFRA and the ESA 
 

 Agree on methods used in risk assessments and 
biological evaluations to streamline the 
consultation process 
 

 Agree on schedule for implementation 
 

 Build opportunities for our approach to evolve as 
we learn more, this challenging and complex 
issue will benefit from adapting when appropriate 
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Conceptual Agreements/Guiding Principles 
 Use NAS report as our basis for moving forward 

 

 Each Agency will revise some part of its existing 
process to improve future work 
 

 Implement recommendations on a phased and 
iterative basis 
 

 Early coordination with registrants and 
stakeholders during the registration review 
process (focus meetings) 
 

 Agencies are implementing the stakeholder paper 
finalized in March 2013 10 



Path Forward 
 Agencies have identified timeframes (immediate, interim and 

longer term) to implement shared scientific approaches 
 

 There are some recommendations and agreements that can 
be implemented immediately 
 

 In the mid-August timeframe, the Agencies expect to develop 
a draft plan for implementing the near-term approaches 
 

 Schedules for developing longer term, shared scientific 
approaches still need to be developed (2 years is the outside 
timeframe) 
 

 Existing workload will need to be integrated into schedules 
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Outreach 
 Summer 2013: Agencies will share the tentative 

schedule for responding to the NAS report 
 
 Beginning Fall 2013: Agencies will describe the 

shared interim scientific approaches (e.g., 
immediate mixtures approach).  These 
descriptions will be provided to the public as they 
become available. 
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